DISCIPLESHIP: BEGINNINGS!

WE HAVE RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT!
There is so much controversy in the church today when it comes to speaking of the Holy Spirit that people are almost afraid, for a variety of reason, to do so.  However, in this study, we don't intend getting into those discussions, instead, we will endeavor to stay with a statement of the facts as contained in the Word of God.
First of all in Eph.l:13-14 we see that those who have heard the Word of Truth, the gospel of salvation, and have, with all their hearts, believed that Word, Jesus Christ, “have been sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, which is the guarantee of our inheritance, until we acquire possession of it.”
Jesus, in Rev.3:20 says, “Listen, I’m standing at the door (of your life) knocking, if you hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.”  To fully appreciate what Jesus is saying, it is very important to remember here the words of 1Cor.15:45, “It is written, “the first man Adam became a living being, the last Adam became a life giving Spirit.”
Today, just as in the New Testament days, there would appear to be still many spirits around which claim to be from God, but the Word says there is only one Spirit which is from him. Eph.4:4
Jesus clearly tells us that the hall-mark of that Spirit which he would send would be that he would, “teach you all things”, and “remind you of all that I have said to you.”  Again he tells us that this same Holy Spirit would “guide us into all truth,” and that “he will glorify me, for he will take what is mine, and declare it to you.” Jh.l4:26 & 16:12-14
There seems to be very little clear understanding, or teaching, on just what Jesus was talking about when he said, as already quoted, “he will take what is mine, and declare it to you.”  Yet it seems so very simple and clear to me. What does anyone declare but their word, and what is the Lord Jesus Christ’s eternal name, but “The Word of God”? (Jh.1:1)
With that in mind, how can we test the spirits, as we are told to do in 1Jh.4:1?  Surely it’s quite simple!!  If the Spirit we have received is opening up the Word of God to us, and giving us a real hunger for the ‘Bread of heaven’ (Jh.6:51), then clearly, on the authority of Jesus, that Spirit is of God.
If, however, the spirit we have received is more interested in promoting the teachings and doctrines of a particular church or denomination, exalting it in our lives and hearts; if it is causing us to spend our time studying and defending that church, even trying to use the scriptures to uphold its teachings (Matt.4:1-11); than that spirit is most certainly not of God!
Rom.8:15-16 tells us that the Spirit of God will never cause us to be under the control of “a spirit of slavery causing us to fall back into fear, but have (instead) received the Spirit of sonship, causing us to cry, ‘Abba, Abba!’”  He gives us the absolute confidence of a little child in its parent’s love and caring, especially when discipline is necessary.  

This is why it’s so vital for us, as parents, especially today, to be to our children what our God wants us to be, and never to conform to this world’s ways and ideas.  This can, of course, get us into trouble with the world’s authorities, but our God will be our strength and our deliverer, if we remain faithful to the Spirit of his Word, not just the letter.
If we truly have the genuine Spirit of Christ, the Holy Spirit of God, within us, then we know, not just believe, that we have received the right, and the power, to become a child of God, because we’re already there.  We also know we have the right, and the power, to live our lives as a genuine witness to the truth of God’s Word, Jesus Christ; to put to death the deeds of the body; and the complete confidence in the Anointing which is living in us, teaching us everything we could ever need to know.  (Jh.l:12, Acts1:8, Rom.8:13, 1Jh.2:27)
In reading 1Cor.2:11-16, we can easily see why it is essential that we have the real, true Spirit of God living in us.  Without him we have absolutely no hope of ever understanding anything about the spiritual; anything about the heart and mind of this great God. Is.55:8-9
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